Overview of
Music Reading
for Choral
Singers

STAFF, SYSTEM, RHYTHM, PITCH,
AND INTERVALS
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Where does notation come
from?

Notation in Europe The first notation Gradually, more lines
was first written was written on one were added
sometime between line, and only

the 6t and 8t showed the contour

centuries of the song




Where does notation come
from?

British composers were enamored
Gregorian chant standardized a with Italian music, so many went to
standard 4-line staff study with Italian composers

T e

Five-line staves appeared in Italy




Music notation
IN American

choral music is

basically |
16th cent

UST
ury

Italian notation.
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Reading Tip #1:
Highlight your part!!

Digital sheet music or personal copies
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Common
"Map™ o e
Terms

Often, just following along is the hard part!
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From here to
there
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Erelings

Skip to here the 2" time
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The “Da’s”
Da Segno (D.S.)
Da Capo (D.C.)

2nd ggne tg Coda $
DC al Coda sl
DS al Coda Qcﬂda

Example: Lydia, the
Tattooed Lady




Familiar Dynamic Terms

“ppp
PP

°p
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r Mezzo
1



Unfamiliar Dynamic Terms

Subito: literal - “suddenly”

°Ex: sub. p

Sforzando: literal - “trying hard, struggling”

°Ex: sfz or sf




Making Changes

VOLUME SPEED

Crescendo (“rising”) Ritardando (“delaying™)
o “Cresc.” o “Rit.”

Rallantando (“slowing”)
Decrescen = o “Rall.”

Diminuendo (“getting smaller”)
> “Decresc.” or “Dim.” Accelerando (“quickening”)

> “Accel.”
Piu mosso (“‘more motion”)

— Meno mosso (“less motion™)




Common Articulations

Staccato (“detached”) Tenuto (“held”)
== s
Marcato (“march”) Accent —
_A

TR

Fermata (“stop ,

|>



Rhythm symbols

Name Note Rest Equivalents
Breve (DOUIJ[B e —

Whole Note) Hor lol ——— Two Whole Notes o o
Whole Note o = Two Half Notes J J
Half Note J == Two Quarter Notes J J

Quarter Note J % Two Eighth Notes

Eighth Note Two Sixteenth Notes

Sixteenth Note

% Two Thirty-second Notes

Thirty-second Note

Two Sixty-fourth Notes

Two One Hundred
Twenty-eighth Notes

ol
'EERE

Sixty-fourth Note




Rhythms are ratios




Rhythms are ratios




Common rhythm mistakes

Notes are ratios, not specific values

SR

0 ¢ 114”




Time Signatures

Assigning specific values the ratios




Cou nting: Rhythm Reading for Adults
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. Hills___ are___ wear-ing white, white__ cot-ton blan - kets,




Both at the same time!
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What to do with rests?




Making it harder: Dots and Rests

N N
} Ca— Ca—_ -
P 9 9 e e e ? 4 o o L o o

I was fol-low-ing the pack all swal-lowed in their coats with scarves of red tied 'round their




Pitch

WE ARE NATURALLY DRAWN TO TONIC—LET’S SEE!




Reading Pitch: Stepwise




How do you know where 1 is?

For sharp keys, the last sharp is 7 For flat keys, the last flat is 4

Flat furthest to the right.

Name of key




Reading Pitch: Intervals

https://www.sightreadingfactory.com/



https://www.sightreadingfactory.com/
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